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A SERMON, &c. 


Luxe x. 36, 37. 


Which row of theſe three, thinkeſt thou, was 
neiglibour unto hum that fell among the 
Uneves. 


And he ſaid, He that ſhewed mercy. on ham. 
Then jaid Feſus unto him, Go, and do 
thou likewiſe, 


ELIGHT and improvement, are the con- 

ſequences of an humble and attentive per- 
ruſal of the word of God : impenetrable is the 
head, that can read therein without admiration ; 
and unrenewed is the heart that can daily medi- 
tate thereon without amendment, 


Our text is the application of a parable which 
exemplifies this remark in the ſtrongeſt manner, a 


parable which muſt command praiſe from the 


Critic, while it both charms and edifies the Chriſ- 
tian, 


Ix is my intention through Divine Aſſiſtance, to 
open and explain this part of Holy Writ with 
Aa: ſome 


E 
ſome reference to our Spiritual, as well as our 
Temporal State; and laſtly, I am to ſolicit for 
ſome diſtreſſed brethren whoſe caſe calls aloud 
for your benevolence. Haying done this, I have 
diſcharged my duty; effectually to enforce com- 
paſſion exceeds all mortal power—it is the prero- 
gative of Him alone who can give the word ſuccels, 
who can touch with a living Coal the ſpeaker's lip, 
and with a heavenly flame the hearer's heart; who 
can open the hand of a covetous Zaccheus, and 
enlighten an uninformed Lydia, that the one may 
give liberally to the poor, and the other attend 
gladly on the word. May ſuch be your attentions 
and ſuch the reſult of this Labour of Love, and to 
God be all the praiſe. 


TuE 25th verſe of the Chapter, whence the text 
is taken, informs us, of the circumitance that gave 
Tie to it. We read that, A certain Lawyer ſtood 
up and tempted Jejus. ſaying, Maſter, what ſhall Ido 
20 inherit eternal life ? It can ſcarcely be neceſ- 
ſary to obſerve that the term Lawyer in thoſe days 
conveyed a very different ſignification from that 
it now bears, it implying then, one who ex- 
pounded the Moſaic Law to the people : they 
were in general—Enemies to ChriſtF—Oppreſiors 


Mauth. xxii. 365 Luke vii. 3e. 


of 


4 * 


1 
ef the poor{—and perverters of the truthfs 
three moſt heinous ſins, and from which we ought 


to pray God to deliver us ! And they were capa- 


ble of difſeminating miſchief far and wide, from 


their abounding in worldly knowledge, while de- 


ſtitute of that true w/dom which cometh from 
above. 1 


He Hood up and tempted Jeſus. It does not ap- 
pear that he was aſked his opinion, but he choſe 
to demand an anſwer (as many think) with the 
utmoſt ſelf-confidence that he could perform 


whatever was neceſſary to obtain everlaſting life. 


From this conduct let us learn, that meekneſs is 
not only pleaſing in the fight of God, but is 
the proper frame of mind wherewith to receive 
Divine Teaching*, while an haughty ſpirit and 
irreverent air, evince a temper and diſpoſition of 
mind if not totally alienated from God, at leaſt 
too proud to aſk, too inattentive to receive 
wiſdom. Let us remark allo, how prone the 
nature of fallen man is to evil ; to collect it even 
from good, — and to diſtil poiſon from the ſweeteſt 
flower! The ſtudy of the Holy Lauft, the pu- 


2 Matth. xxiii 4. 1 Matth. xxiii- 13 Luke xi. 52. The reader will 
recolle@ that in Scripture Language, Scribes and Lawyers or Doctors of 
the Law mean the ſame thing. Comp. the above Texts and Matth. xxii. 
35· with Mark xii 28. ; 

* Pſalm xxv, 9. Iſaiah Lx 1. 1. James i, 21. f Rom, vil, 12. 
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199 
rity of its precepts, and the unſinning obedience 
it requires, had neither taught him humility, or 
convinced him of fin* ; but ſee Divine wiſdom 
correcting human folly, and making the wrath 
of man to praiſe his name, and inſtruct his 
people. 


Maſter, what hall I do to inherit eternal liſe? 
He did not come for mfſtzuf:;n, the queſtion 
being on the written Law, which it was his buſi- 
neſs to explain; and he required what Feſus 
thought was neceſſary that eternal life might be 
obtained, that it might come as an inheritance, 
and not asa free gift. And do not too many 
in our generation endeavour to inherit life eter- 
nal through the works of the Law by which ng 
fleſh ſhall be juſtified : Truſting in that Egyptian 
reed of mere morality, and living in a form of 
Godlineſs, while dead to its power? And on the 
other hand, how many, it is to be feared, are lulled 
into a preſumptuous hope that their names are 


* Deut, XXVii. 26. Gal. iii, 10. Rom, iii, 20. + The queſtion 
being Jo determined by the Jewiſh Doctors, that for a different anſwer he 
might have been accuſed of hereſy, Dr Barro w concludes it was his intention 
to inform againſt him; others judge much more favourably of the Laws 
yer's conduct: I ſhould be happy to join with the latter number would 
Scripture bear me out; but I can ſind no intimation of this kind, on the 
contrary, I read that he came expreſsly to tempt ; and I fear he returned to 
muimur and blaſpheme, not to praiſe and adore, 


Written 
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written in the Lamb's book, while their bodies and 
ſouls are in Satan's ſervice: living in their fins, 
and truſting to be ſaved by their knowledge—by 
dead works, and unoperative faith; a faith in 
which they are out-done by Devils, for theſe be- 
lieve and trembleF, while they believe and mock. 
Let us beware, my Brethren, leſt our words and 
actions are at variance: The Lawyer had Lord 
and Maſter on his lips, but he had the enmity 
of the wicked one in his foul : he was furiouſly 
raging againſt the Lord, and lus Anointed* ; ex- 
citing every effort, aſſaying every ftratagem ; if 
he gave flaltering titles|| to Chrilt , it was the better 
to conceal his views; thus ironically praiſing 
thoſe Abilities he was confident of excelling ; and 
impoſing on that candour he ſought to enſnare. 
—But God can bridle the pride of a Sennachertby, 
and defeat the Counſel of an Ahilophett. 


Jeſus ſaid unto him, what is written in the Law ? 
how readeſt thou ? When our Lord ſaid how readeſt 
thou, it is poſſible that he alluded to the daily ſer- 
vice of the Jews.— The words, Thou /hall love the 
Lord thy God, being then and continuing ſtill to 
be daily read in the morning ſervice of the Syna- 


gogues. Tho” to Chriſt all hearts were“ open 


} James ii. 19. *Pfalm ii. 1. Job xxxi1. 21 a2: 
$ Iflatah xxxviil. 29. + 2 Samuel xvii, 14: 


6c all 


—— As 2a Moe nay <2 ra 


4 
* all deſires known, and from him no fecrets 
« were hid”, though never man fpake lite him, 
and he himſelf was the great Lau-giver of his 
people; ſuch was his humility, that he mildly 
condeſcends to aſk even this Diſciple his opinion! 
While we ſhort-ſighted mortals, arc too apt to 
dictate, where we ought to learn; to uſurp the 
Prophets chair, when we ſhould fit at his feet ; 
and to condemn by appearance when we ought to 


ſeek righteous 9 


The Lawyer does not appear in the leaſt 
diſconcerted, on the contrary ſeems happy in 
this opportunity of diſplaying his talents, and 
vaunting his excellence. This pride of heart, 
this knowledge which puffeth up, is of moſt dan- 
gerous conſequences to man. For the ſake of 
gratifying it, we loſe ſight of every other objett, 
and ſuſpend every other purſuit, he therefore 
replied, and no doubt without heſitation ; and one 
would think for a moment, that he had forgot the 
intent of his coming to detect J=svus, in his 


zeal to expoſe himſelf. His anſwer is.—Thou 


ſhalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, 
and with all thy ſtrength, and with all thy mind; 
and thy neighbour as thyſelf, and he faid unte 
him, thou haſt anſwered right : This do, and 
thou * Live. Do it perfect and thou wilt 

bave 


(9 ) 


have a legal claim to life; or cultivate this temper 
fincerely, and God will not leave thee finally to 
periſh. but will give thee all neceſſary diſcoveries 
of his Will, in order to thine eternal Salvation. 
And thus our Lord ſtill anſwers us from his 

Word, that we muſt keep the commandments 9 
while we are looking to Him as the end of 
the Law for Kigliteouſneſs. “ 


But he willing ts juſliſy himſelf, ſaid unto Jeſus, and 
who is my neighbour ? Interpreters are not agreed 

In the meaning of theſe words, for it doth not 
appear what occaltion he had for any juttification 
of himſelf: No accuſation had been brought 
azainſt him; nor bad any one charged him with 
any neglect or contempt of the Law. Beſides : 
it is not clear how any juſtifcation of himſelf 
could ariſe out of this queſtion, or anv anſwer 
mat might be given to it. Whether the corrupt 
and limited notions of n2ighbourhood which the 
jews had, enabled him to juſtify himſelf, and 
to dilplay the virtue of his character, or whe- 
3 it aroſe from a conviction in his own mind 

hat be had fallen ſhort even of their requirements, 
cannot now be aſcertained : But let the motive 
be what it may, by God's over-ruling providèence 


* Rom, x. 4. Doddridge's Fam. Expot. vol 2. Scct 107, || Sherlock 
on the Text, vol. 4. p. 189. Edit 1775 
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it occaſioned a parable containing ſeveral great 
truths of the Goſpel, dreſſed in the moſt ex- 
quiſite imagery, and calculated to produce the 
| beſt effects on our principles, and our practice. J. 
And Tefus anſwering, faid, A certain man, 
* 1. e. who was a Jew, went down from Jeruſalem to 
ll Jericho: — This circumſtance is finely choſen, for 
| ſo many robberies and murders were committed 
il on this road that Jerome tells us it was called dhe 
| bloody way : And Jeſus as he was on bis way to 
| Jeruſalem when he delivered this parable, it is not 
1mprobable that he was nigh to the place where 
| the ſcene of it is laid, which could not fail of 
making a ſtronger impreſſion on the audience, 
= and which places the whole in a moſt beautiful 
i light. And not content to rob him of his trea- 
il ſure, they rip him of his raiment, and depart 
| leaving him half dead. 


t If the Reader withes to confult what others have written on this parable, 
and by way of elucidating its component parts, he may refer to Sherlock. 
av above, Sterne, vol. 1. fer. 3. Whitby on Matth. Xxii. 37—99 . Hervey's 
Theron and Aſpaſio, vol 1 Bragge on thu parable ſer 7 vol 3. Dodd on 
| the parable ſer. 36 vol 4. Stanhope's Epift. and Goſpels, v 3. Bos E- 
| exercitations p 24: Wolfius on the Text: Lightfoot's, Hor. Heb: in 
il loc, together with the different Commentators, and eſpecially the Writ. 
| | ings of the FaTuzns, who to ſave frequent refercuce are here mentioned 
li one for all, and to many of whom the Author confeffes his obligations is 
different parts of this diſcourſe, 


* 


And 
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And by chance, or as the word may be rendered, 
and far more ſcripturally—By Divine Proyidence, 
there came down a certain Prieſt that way, (very 
many Prielts and Levites dwelling at fericho.) 
This Prieſt, was one who taught others the lively 
leſſons of humanity and charity, and was there- 
fore under the ſtrongeſt obligations to exemplify 
them in his own practice — He, alas! Juſt glan- 
ces an eye upon the deplorable object, ſees him 


{tretched on the cold ground and weltering in his 
blood, but takes no farther notice, he paſſes by! 


| Scarce was he departed, when a Levite ap- 
proaches, One would have thought he mult have 
ſhewed mercy, it was his duty foto do. (Heb. 
v. 2.) When he came, he looked on—took an at- 
tentive and leiſurely ſurvey of the cale; which di- 
verſifies the idea and heightens the picture of eu- 
iſh inbumanity, for tho' every gaſh in the bleed- 
ing fleſh cried and pleaded for compaſſion, — The 
miniſter of the ſanctuary neither ſpeaks a word to 


II 


comfort—nor moves a hand to help : 


Laſt comes à certain Samaritan, one of the 
abhorred nation, whom the Jew hated with 


+ KATA Suckuretn. Dr Gell ſays, the word may well be derived 
from Sun and K Rios. The Lord, as from Suekvarz1y to happen, 


Evay p. 337» 
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the moſt implacable malignity—whoſe very 
touch was defilement : But tho* the Levite 
(to uſe the words of an elegant writer) had 
neglected an expiring brother —tho? the high- 
prieſt witheld his pity, from one of the Lord's pe- 
culiar people. The very moment this Samaritan 
ſees the unhappy ſufferer, he melts into commil- 
eration ; he forgets the embittered foe, and conſi- 
ders only the diſtreſſed fellow- creature. He 
| ſprings from his horſe, and reſolves to intermit 
his journey; The Oil and Wine intended for 
his own refreſhment he freely converts into 
healing Unguents; He binds up his wounds with 
bandages, probably torn from his own garments; 
he ſets the diſtreſſed ftranger upon his own beaſt, 
while he walks on foot ; and with all the affiduity 
of a ſervant—with all the tenderneſs of a bro. 
. ther—condutts him to an Inn. Nor 1s this all, 
there he depolits money for his preſent uſe— 
Charges the hoſt to admit nothing that may tend 
to the recovery and comfort of his gueſt, and 
promiſes to defray che whole expence of his 
maintenance and cure.” 
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The ſame judicious writer obſerves — That no- 
thing can be more judiciouſly circumſtanced than 
the principal figure in this deſcription. Had the 
Calamity befallen a Samaritan, it would have made 

but 


F 
but feeble impreſſions of pity, and theſe per- | 
haps immediately effaced by ſtronger emotions, of 
hate. But when it was a Jew that lay bleeding to 
death the repreſentation was ſure to intereſt the 
bearer in the diſtreſs, and awaken a tender con- 
cern. Had the relief been adminiſtered by a Jew, 
the benevolence would have ſhone, but in much 
fainter light ; whereas when it came from the 
hands of 4 Samaritan, whom all the Jews had 
agreed to abjure, to execrate, and to rank, with 
the very fiends of hell; how bright—how charm- 
ingly and irreſiſtibly bright, was the luſtre of ſuch 
charity! Conſider the temper, expreſſed in that 
rancorous expre flion—thou arta Samaritan and haſt 
a devil compare that inveterate malevolence with 
the benign and compaſſionate ſpirit of our amiable 
traveller, and ſay whether you ever beheld a 
finer or a bolder contraſt? Whether you ever 
ſaw deſcriptive painting more juſtly. dehgned, or 
more happily executed ? 


Ov bleſſed Lord having concluded the para- 
ble, proceeds to apply it by aſking the Lawyer, 
which now of theſe three were neighbonr unto him that 
fell among the thieves ? He anſwers, he that /how- 
ed mercy unto him. Our Sayiour approves his 
judgment, and bids him Go, and do lilewiſe ! | 


We have now conſidered the literal interpreta- 
tion of this parable ; and as it enforces in ſuch . 


ſtrong 
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firong terms, the duty of compaſſion to ſtrangers, 
we have dwelt ſo long on this part of our ſubject 
(being led thereto on the preſent occaſion) that 
we can but briefly ſhew the ſpiritual meaning 
thereof, and which explication has the ſanftion 
of men whoſe judgments are as mature, as their 
doctrines are evangelical. 


By this certain man, we underſtand Adam and 
conſequently every Son of Adam born into this worid, 
«The whole human race, (ſays St. Auſtin) is repre- 
ſented to us by that man who was left half deads 
in the road, whom the Prieſt and the Levite con- 
temned, and to whole relief the Samaritan came.” 
By Jeruſalem, is repreſented Paradiſe, or that. 
happy ſtate enjoyed before the fall.— By Fericho 
this world, or a ſtate of ſin.—By going from 
Feruſalem to Jericho, if applied to Adam, his de- 
parting from God in obeying the Serpent; or 


conſidered in a fuller ſenſe, human nature in 
general which wanders from God, goes about 
in this wilderneſs of ſin, and ſeeks comfort in 


the valley of the ſhadow of death.—By the 


thieves may be repreſented Sin and Satan, theſe 


ſtripped him of his raiment or fir righteouſneſs, 
and ſpiritually wounded him, leaving him hal/ 
dead, Tho' he was alive in his body; he was 
dead in his ſoul ; and applied to us, it ſhews 
poor human nature wounded and bruized, left 

more 


n | 
more than half dead, and ſtripped of all its valua- 
ble perfections by this mercileſs robber, and pow- 
erful Adverſary of mankind. And when neither 
the Prieſt nor the Levite had compaſſion on him, 
i. e. When neither the Levitical Law, nor the ſa- 


crifices offered by Fewiſh Prieſts adminiſtered . 


any relief—then glorious and reviving Truth! 
The Good Samaritan, Jeſus Chriſt came from his 
bleſſed dwelling, kindly made towards us, bound 
up our wounds and bruiſes, and applied the fo. _ 
vereign balſam of his own blood, ſignified by _ 
pouring in wine, his precious blood being the fruit 
of the true vine, and the ſacramental emblem of 
his great ſacrifice ;—And by Oil the healing in- 
fluences of the Holy Spirit, called in Scripture, 
tie oi of Gladnefs,—By ſetting bim on his own 
beaſt, ſome have underſtood in alluſion to the 
Scripture metaphor, Heb. xiii, 9. The Doc- 
trine of the Goſpel :—Or, by the beaſt of bur- 
den we may ſuppoſe is meant the body or human 
nature of Chriſt laden with our fins, for the Lord 
hath laid on him the in1quittes of us all, By the Inn, 
is repreſented the Church, © which like the hea» 
ven to which it leads, receives all comers, and 
opens its doors to, and gladly admits the penitent 
who are defirous of admiſſion into its hoſpitable 
boſom. —By the to pence is ſet forth the Old 
and New Teſtaments, * Which equal in va- 
| lue, 


(16) 


il lue, are lamped with the ſame image, bear the 


7 ſame Authority, and are the ſame current coin of 
the ſame heavenly King ”'—By the Hoſt, The 
We; and Paſtors of the Church, who. are to 
provide for the wants, and ſupply the neceſſities 
of thoſe committed to their charge. And Laftly, 
by the Samaritan going away, may be prefigured 
Chriſt's Aſcenſion on high, to grant gifts unto 
men, to fit them for their work and office, until 
he ſhall come again, to give them eternal life. 
His occaſions, indeed would not allow him to 
ſtay with us till all the effects of his goodneſs 

were accompliſhed, but he bath left us in ſafe 
hands, and hath given commiſſion for a conſtan: 
ſupply of Spiritual ſuſtenance and remedies ; 
which thoſe who diſtribute faithfully, he will cer- 
tainly when he comes repay ; and thoſe who re- 
ceive regularly and thankfully, he will as cer- 
tainly heal and nouriſh unto everlaſting life. 


To enlarge on theſe important particulars, 
would much exceed our time, but the inference 
deducible therefrom is ſhort and eaſy—it is, 7 
God jo loved us, how 15a we to love one another! 

[i The religion of. "Chriſt Jefos, is a ace re- 
ligion; it deſires ug t Go, and do likewiſe ! And 
what excuſe can ve plead, 3 
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E 
fuld up our bowels of compaſſion towards our fellow- 

creatures? Gratitude to God, is beſt ſhewn 
in good-will to men; though we offered thou- 
ſands of rams, and ten thouſand rivers of oil un- 
to the Lord with theſe he will not be pleaſed ; 
« He hath ſhewed thee, O man, what is good, 
and what doth the Lord require of thee, but to 
do juſtice, t love mercy, and to walk humbly 
with thy God.””! 


CALLED upon by our Sovereign, and our 
Dioceſan, we have it in command to repreient 
unto the compaſſionate of all denominations, 
e That by the dreadful perſecutions of the 
« French Clergy, which took place m France, in 
„ Augult and September laſt, many thouſands of 
* them ſufferers alone for conſcience ſake wrer 
driven into theſe dominions, without any means 
* of hvelihood or ſupport, and have been wholly 
„maintained and ſupported for above bx 
© months by voluntary contributions, but the 
© committee finding their reſources begin to fail 
„have beſought His Majeſty's permiſſion that 
a collection ſhould be made in the different 
© pariihes of the Kingdom, and that the miniſters 
in each pariſh, may be enjoined to exhort 
their pariſhioners to a liberal contribution.“ 
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I cannot ſuppoſe for a moment, that any of 
ven will withhold your aſſiſtance on this occaſion ; 
o the contrary, I am convinced, you will re- 
14/:e in the opportuni:y afforded of relieving 
theſe diſtreſſed firngers, who beſcech us to grant 
them, not the ſuperiiuities, but (for a little time) 
merely the neceſſaries of life: What I am now 
going to mention, ariſes from no diſtruſt of your 
better judgment and liberality, f but is intended 
to remove thoſe objections which a ſuperficial 
view may have given riſe to :—The warmth of 
peſſion, always requires the correQtion of reaſon 
and the generous need to attend the voice of 
prudence ; but are there not inconveniences on 
the oppolite fide ? are there not errors on di- 
metrically a contrary principle ?—When fenti- 
ments are utlrred from the lead, which want the 


correction of the heart / 


Wert not this the cale, would any man object 
that they were—forcigners—itrangers—priells 
—'That, oihers can better give—that you can- 


The Author truſts theReader, is of the ſame deſciiption with his muck 
teſpected uditors whom he has never found wanting in every charitable 
work : he would be happy to extend the confidential hope he has 
above expreſicd to every perſon in the Kingdom, but there are men- 
(their number thank God is ſmell ) who pine at this inſtance of na- 
tional Munificence : We pity the deluſions of ignorance, and drop a tear 
over untu oed humanity ; but whit ſhall we ſay to thoſe who in this 
er ighien d age, are datker than their ruge forefathers ;---Who under this 
mtu] diſpenſation, are more cruel than the roving Savage; And who 
give themſelves up, to the narrow prejudic's of Bigot'y, the Turbnlent 
Guſts of paſllon, the contiuucd terments of eavy, and the dreadful leauings 


Af Male volence. 
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not here ſpare your charity? My Brethren, ſuch 
is not the language of ſenſibility ; {ſuch are not 
the ſentiments of Chriſtianity ; the heart has no 
ſhare in theſe doctrines; and the bible, dilclaims 
them: if they are uttered,* it muſt be when every 


generous ſpark 1s loſt in frigid apathy—When the 
man feels nothing of God or goodneſs— When he 
is out of humour with himſelf, and is more dil. 
poſed repiningly to murmur, than thanb fully to 


adore the ail-bounteous giver of evety good, and 


YR i 
.. 1 w- 
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who hath crowned him with innumerable b 
{ings who is unworthy the leaſt of all his favours ! 
«© Who has given us the whole Creation, aud 
taught us to apply the moſt unweildy things in 
nature for our ule, the molt diſagrecable to our 
picalure ; the moſt poiſonous to our health,” f 


As to their being rangers. This, inftead of 
an objection agar ſhould be an argument for 
them. The parabie repreſents a ſtranger, it re- 
prefents an enemy, it repreſents an abhorred en- 
emy, for the Jew's hatred of the Samarizan was 
almoſt as implacable as the malignancy of Satan! 
But are we not commanded to eſteem him as our 
neighbour, and are we not to love ozr nogh o 7 as 
ourſelves ? ſhould we ſtand diſputing upon tritles, 


- 


* Aſhton on 1 Peter iv. 10. + See the writers on 


Joha iv. 9. 
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when a brother lies ſtarving with hunger, naked- 
neſs, and cold? God forbid ! Chriſtanity did not 
deſcend from heaven, teaching us to aſliſt thoſe 
only who can recompence again, which is mere 
ſelfiſhneſs; but the glorious goſpel of the 
Lord ſeſus Chriſt, inſtructs us to love one anv- 
ther, to love even our enemies, and e inſtead of 
blunting the ſenſibility, deadning the voice, or 
Oppoling the progreſs of humanity ; it comes to 
give permanency to theſe principles and efficacy 
to this purſuit. It informs us that riches take ta - 
themfelves wings and fly away, and that proſperity 7 
and adverſity are the ſervants of God, that he 1 
Jaith to one go, and he goeih, and to anolſier come, and 

he cometh ! That relief I am now ſoliciting for 

theſe diſt reſſed Clergymen, may within a century 

be aſked with equal erneſtneſs for the offspring 

of the richeſt of my kearers I And let me ob- 

ſerve, ſirangers are particularly recommended to 

our care, by that God, whole ſervants we profeſs 

to be, and in that book, by winch we walk and 
| worſhip. 7 was an Hung rel, ſaid the bicited Je- 
ſus, and ye gave me meat, I was iy, and ye gave 

me drink, I was A STRANGER and ye t00k me in, 
Naked, and ye cloathed me. 4 hen ſhall the righteous 

— the (truly righteous who renounce all human 

merit and ſelf-rigateouſne!ſs anjwer him, Lord 
when ſaw we ther in this fituation ? And the Aug 


frall anfwer-—TInaſmuch as ye have done it unto 
on 


„ 
one of the leaſt of theſe my brethren, ye have done 
g UNTOMF, Away then with ſuch narrow pre- 
judices — henceforth, expunged be the word 
ranger from the record of our minds, ertadi- 
cated be the idea, dropped be the diſtintion ;— 
unleſs the term be mentioned, the thought be in- 


dulged, the difference be drawn, to excite our 
da beralily. 5 


It has been ſaid with equal inconſideration— 
* They are Catholics and Prieſts and might have 
remained, They might indeed have remained, 
had they been of the diſpoſition of it is to be 
feared many they have left behind: they might 
have remained had they no conſcience to attend 
to, no oaths to value, no King to reſpect, no 
God to adore. Thete we have every realon to 
believe were their motives, the unprincipled are 
fond of change, and men of unſixed princi- 
ples have no objection to unſettied ſtates : the 
conſcientious man adheres to what is right, and 
{upports the ſacred cauſe of truth, wherever her 


— — 
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+ The Reader is deſired to peruſe attentively the 
following texts, among many ethers which might be 
adduced, Ex, xxii. 21. Lev. xxv. 35. Job xxx. 3% 
Pro. xXvii. 2 Ia. lviii. 7, Ezek. xvili. 7. Matth- 
v. 44. Luke xiv. 12—14. Heb. x. 30, Rom. Kii. 
20. 1 Tint. v. ie 5 
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banner is diſplayed, however, few her followers, 
Call their notions erroneous, and their cauſe mad- 
neſs.— Call thole murders at which human nature 
ſhudders, glorious ſacrifices; diſtinguiſh a day 
which ſhould be for ever blotted from their Ca- 
lendar, as a Proud .day—But at leaſt give theſe 
Tufferers credit for integrity of intention, if you 
expect the ſame candid judgement: to be extend- 
ed to yourſelf : give credit for integrity of inten- 
tion at leaſt, when you fee a man perfer cruel 
baniſhment, to ignoble eaſe; confiſcation of 
goods, to the accumulation of wealth ; aud even 
death, to diſhonour,t Tn 


+ In the above no cenſure is meant to be conveyed 
of the fir French Revolution. The alluſion is, to the 
maſſacres that have taken place, and particularly to 
The Murder of Louis xvi. on this All Parties ſeem 
agreed and have in the ſtrongeſt terms expreſſed their 
adhorrence of this molt atrocious Act, Among other 
valvable publications on this ſubject, See Biſhop 
Horſley's ſermon before the Lords 30 Jan. laſt 
Dr. Hunter's and the Rev. Mr. De Coetlogon's ſer- 
mons, &c &c. The firſt of theſe has provoked the 
rage, and called forth the puny efforts of a nameleſs 
writer, who in order to blaſpheme hi» (rod, and inſult 
| his Country; Configns St. Pan! to the gallows,” and 
glories in the death of a martyred King 1! 
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To-the ſuggeſtion that they are Catholics ani 
Peieſis an anſwer will ſcarce be needed: every 
Proteſtant muſt revolt at the uncharitable thought. 
Who makes it an objettion in this enlightened -_ 
age that the ſupplicating object is of a dif- 
ferent perſuaſion ? For their faith and worſhip 
they muſt anſwer, unto God, We pray in our 
Church for the converſion of Jews, Turks and 
Infidels, and theſe clergy are neither one nor 
the other, but were they of this deſcription, they 
are ſurely the objects of our prayers ? And the 
hand that Vail lifts up in prayer—love mult extend 


in Charity. 


Were ſome of you ſhip-wrecked or caſt on a 
forcign ſhore, ſhuuld 'you be ſuffered to die of 
hunger, becauſe you diſſented from the naturia! 
religion ? Pardon the Egotiſm, would you with 
to ſee me wandering about the ſtreets of Paris, 
with ſcarce a coat en my back, or a ſhoe on my 
foot ? A compaſſionate friend pleads for me, and 
Jam inſulted for my misfortunes, and reproach. 
ed for my religion ; they are afraid of the Teach- 
er, and therefore would ſtarve the man; and be- 
cauſe they have idle ſears, they muſt have hard 
hearts! My brethren, ſuch a conduct would 
better reſembled the ſelfiſhneſs of a bigot, than 


the liberality of a Philoſopher; the malice of a 
Devil. 
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Devil, than the charity of a Chriſtian. Our re- 
ligion implants noble ſentiments, teaches us a 
better leſſon; ina former war, a ſubſcription was 
raiſed for French priſoners; —men who had le- 
veled their muſkets at our breaſts, and had died 
their hands in our blood; but it was enough for 
generous Briton's to know they were in diltreſs,— 
it was enough, that they were at our mercy, and 
under our protection: we wreſted the murdering 
weapon from their hand, to place therein—the 
Natt of lite; and inſtead of recriminating with 
iron chains, we bind them with the ties of grati- 
tude. Knowing that in the fight of God, pre- 
ferable to the Trophies of War, is the heart that 
expands at diſtreſs; more paecious than the 
blood of warriors, is the tear of ſympathy. 


Perbaps in ſome pblegmatic, may I not lay— 
ſome par ſimonious mood, it has occurred, that jub- 
ſcriptions ought elſewhere to be proeured.” Were 
this the caſe, does it follow that you are to with- 
hold your charity? Would you help to ſtain the 
page of national guilt, or {well the number of the 
mean mercileſs? But I am warranted in ſaying 
the very reverſe is the caſe. The moſt liberal 
- contributions have been received, from perſons 
of all ranks and en the poor have caſt 


In 
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in their mite, and the rich of their abundance z 
it ow remains that you do Eise. 


| Tire laſt objection is—There are more uſeful 
charities, The objection here proves nothing, 
for jt proves too much. If there are a thouſand 
inſtitutions, one may, one will ttrialy ſpeaking 
have the pre-cminence; there will be degrees of 
utility,as in goodneſs: and are none to be relieved 
unleſs they are in torment ? Will the nde only 
enter into the kingdom of keaven ? But let us 
come home, Alas! Is this really the caſe ? 
Wall the gold or filver which zou now, and 
what 13 more, The eternal God, knows you 
can well afford, be fo laid out ? O my 
brethren, this is but a deluſion of Satan, be 
wiſhes you to poſtpone this and your repen-— 
tance together ;—wha.foever therefore your hand 
findethh to do, do it with all thy might, truſt 
not your ile Or YOUr 1 to a More con- 
wenient ſes) fon The holy Spirit is, I trult, ſtriv- 
ing with you; J hope nd pray that he may be ſoff- 
ning your hearts, lor perhaps this laſtoppartunity 
God wiil.ever afford of ſhewing your faith, and 
evidencing your love. Ere anothe r coll , on may 
take place, according to all appearan ce, many 
of you will be ſummoned to the bar of thzt 
righteo118 Judge, who has declared be //ed are 
the MErCY ! us „ur u [hail obtain mercy. 
| 2 | Ii 
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Tex objects for whom I plead are Clergymer, 
whom their ſacred office has hitherto prevented 
from Menial labour, and their principles from 
war. And where could they find employment in 


2 range country, and with a ſtrange language, 


were they driven to the cruel alternative? They 
are men at this moment in the greateſt diſtreſs, 
Men of liberal education, and refined manners, 


which muſt redouble every pang they feel. Such 
of us as have been abroad, have returned charmed 


with the urbanity of their conduct, and the liber- 
ality of their ſentiments; and our hearts muſt 
bleed when we refle& that thoſe who have ſhew- 
ed ſuch humane attention to us, have been maſ- 
ſacred in priſon, or are pining in exile. Lit- 


ale, alas! Could they foreſee the direful change. 


They once had houſes, property, friends 
and hearers ;—demoliſhed are their habitations, 


.eonhſcated is their property, butchered are their 


brethren, ſcattered are their flocks ! Once they 
aſcended their pulpits with as little proſpect of any 
alteration as any miniſter in England; once 


they had © A fold of which they were the 


thepherds, the -fathers, and the friends: but 
now, no more are they conveying knowledge te 
the ignorant, or conſolation to the diſtreſt; pour- 
ing inſtruttion on the uninformed mind, or wiping 


the tear from the penitential eye ; but wandering 
with 


En 
wth ſcarce a covering from the elements, and 


drying the tears from their own |—Tears of 
diſtreſs mingled with thoſe of gratitude. 


Mr brethren, I can have no inteieſt in this bu- 
ſineſs any farther than as one who commiſerates 
the unfortunate ; I feel I have not ability or elo- 
quence ſor the taſk I have at ſo ſhort notice un- 
deriaken, I would to God they had a better 
pleader ,* but even then, one half of their ſuffer- 
ingsmuſt remain untold. Their inward diſtreſs, he 
only knows who was touched with a feeling ſenſe 
of all our infirmities, Tis not always the piteous 
voice which taught from infancy to whine, 
aſſails us with importunity in the ſtreets, and ex- 
torts compaſſion by violent geſtures, that deſerves 
relief: But it is more frequently found in the 
walk of the lonely, where the hand of kindneſs 
was never ſtretched out, and whom the eye of 
mercy never faw ; where the tear trickles—un- 
ſeen, and the ſigh is heaved—unheard, 


IxrrAr r then the good Samaritan, Go and do 
hou likewife ; you have lived ſome of you very 


* Convinced of the inferiority of this Sermon to 
many that have been compoſed on the fame ozca- 
ſion. The Author begs leave to rem A-the Critical 
Reader, that, it is publiſhed by requeſt—the generous 
2nd humane, that it is for the benefit of the unfortu- 
nate. Theſe motives have prevailed on him to ſend 
into the world the haſty production of a few hours. 
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many years, how tifuch in that time has been ſpent 
in Sin, how little for religion? how much has 


been ſquandered at fancy's whim, at pleaſure's 


ſhrine ; how little at virtue's call ? We do not 
want you to rob your own poor, of *ſubtra& this 


bounty from another bounty,“ but rather, abridge 


extravagance ; correct ſomething in the ſplendour 
of your dreſs, the decorations of your houſe, 
the frequency of your diverſions, the luxury of 


your tables. Believe me you will not eventually 


be the poorer ; conſider what you owe to a good 


God! Your farms and houſes, your health and 


ſtrength, all you have, all you are, all you can 
hope to be, are the effects of that love, and the 
purchaſe of that blood which was ſhed on the 
Crols for ſtrangers and reprobates to every good 


word and work. Think of THE LokD IESUs 


CHRIST, WHO THO” HE WAS RICH, YET FOR 
YOUR SAKES BECAME POOR, THAT YE THRO' 
HIS POVERTY MIGHT BE RICH; Think on his 
ſuffering hunger, thirſt, and nakeUneſc—agonizing 
in the parden—bleeding under the ſcourge—and 
ſuſpended on the accurſed tree—and you will 
bleſs God for this opportunity of teſtifying yout 
love ; as much has been forgiven you, you will allo 


love much. Give then, liberaily and chearfully, 


for the Loxy loveth a chearful giver. Give as 
you ſhall wiſh you had given, when THE 
TRUMPET 
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TRUMPET SHALL SOUND, THE DEAD 
BE RAISED, AND SMALL AND GREAT 
SHALL STAND BEFORE THE JUDG- 
MENT SEAT OF CHRIST. 
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ERRATA. 


AGE t6 laſt Line Fox leaving Rrap hearing. 
21 Note Heb x. 30 —— Heb. xin 2. 
23 Line 16-— Naturial National 
Other leſſer Errors the Reader is requeited to excuſe 
and correct. 5 
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